
   

Grand Valley Audubon:  Weõre more than just birds!  1 

110TH Christmas Bird Count:   
Citizen Science in ActionñSunday  December 20 

Winter 2010 

Chukar Chatter 
The Grand Valley Audubon Societyõs Newsletter 

The Grand Junction Christmas Bird Count will 

take place on Sunday, December 20.    The 

traditional Grand Junction Christmas Bird Count 

(CBC) circle is divided into 19 areas that     

represent the varied habitat of our valley.  Each  

count area is led by a top-notch birder who will 

help guide and monitor the counting. Birders at 

every level of expertise can make meaningful 

contribution to this count, so everyone is invited 

to join in.  Every extra pair of eyes means that 

more birds will be spotted and counted.   

Last year 60 birders participated in the count 

and identified 89 species.  European Starlings 

topped the list (12,284 counted), followed by 

Mallard Duck (8174), Canada Goose (4606), 

Mourning Dove (2201) and House Finch (2018).   

Participation in sanctioned National Audubon 

Society Bird counts requires a $5 fee.  Although 

more than 50,000 participants from every 

state, every Canadian province, and a number 

of Central and South American countries and 

Pacific and West Indian islands will pay this 

fee, the fees cover only 1/3 of the total Audu-

bon investment in this research endeavor.  The 

difference is made up from grants.   

Team leaders with their contact information 

are listed on page 4.  To reserve your spot 

on a CBC team call the team leader at the 

number listed.  Participants should contact 

the team leader no later than Friday,     

December 18.   

Weõll conclude the day by gathering at the 

Village Inn on Horizon Drive at 6:00 p.m. to 

share stories, note any rare and exciting 

sightings, and celebrate another year of 

citizen science activity.   

Turn to page 2 to learn about another 

Christmas Bird Count Activity and the on-

going contribution of  our area citizen    

scientists! 

Grand Junction CBC Circle 

How CBC Helps Birds 
The data collected by observers over 

the past century allow researchers, 

conservation biologists, and other   

interested individuals to study the long-

term health and status of bird popula-

tions across North America. When  

combined with other surveys such as the 

Breeding Bird Survey, it provides a 

picture of how the continent's bird 

populations have changed in time and 

space over the past hundred years. 

 
The long term perspective made    
possible by the Christmas Bird Count is 
vital for conservationists. It informs 
strategies to protect birds and their 
habitat - and helps identify           
environmental issues with implications 
for people as well.  
 
To learn more about the CBC go to 
www.audubon.org/bird/cbc 
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